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Cleaning recommendations for Modular and 
Lightweight Architecture 

 

(Where Serge Ferrari’s cleaning products range is not available) 

  
The best cleaning efficiency is achieved by combining the below recommendations - 
mechanical action with the correct chemical/detergent at the noted temperature combined 
with the length of time the chemical/detergent is left in contact with dirty membrane. 

 
 Chemistry Time   Mechanical action Temperature 

Lightweight  
Architecture 

detergent   5 mins 
  contact 

   Wipe with cloth Or  
  very soft nylon brush 

Best efficiency 
30°C< X < 40°C 

Modular  
Structures 

      detergent  Automatic  
Machine (ie. SKP) 

Best efficiency 
30°C< X < 40°C 

 

 

1)- Detergent : 
 (e.g. Lightweight architecture, Bioclimatic facades, Bioenergy and gasometer covers, tents..) 

 

 To avoid any drastic damage, the selected detergent must conform with the below: 

• Shall be slightly alkaline containing no soda or potash  

• Must not contain any solvent. 

• Recommended is a hypoallergenic formula giving no bioaccumulation in soils or 
atmosphere (high biodegradability) 

 
Usage precautions:  

Read carefully recommendations and cautions mentioned by cleaner producer before any 
use. 

2)- How to proceed : 

For Modular structures & tents panels: these are often washed with automatic machines. If 
the membrane has to be stored after cleaning, dry off thoroughly all the surfaces prior folding. 
Storage must be done in dry, clean and ventilated room. 

For Lightweight Achitectural structures, Avoid abrasive material that may affect the surface 

finish of the membrane (use only a cloth or very soft nylon brush).  

Cleaning process should preferably be undertaken on non-sunny days to avoid traces of the 

cleaner remaining on the surface due to the water drying too quickly in the final rinsing stage.  
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• Prepare the cleaning solution as suggested by detergent manufacturer 

depending on nature of soiling. 

• Rinse off the soil on the surface prior to clean it off. Efficiency of the cleaning 

procedure is enhanced when the temperature is the closest to 40°C.  

• Spray detergent all over the surface or wipe it on to the material with a cloth. For 

large permanent structures proceed by cleaning the surface  (<20m²) from top to 

bottom 

• Leave the cleaning solution for up to 5 minutes and wipe it or brush it off. 

• Rinse off all the cleaned surface with clear water, ensuring all traces of the 

cleaner are removed. 

 
 

3)- Critical cases 

 

Some deposits can be difficult to remove using the previously described cleaning process. 

These may involve the following substances: 
- deposits of mineral origin: fatty bodies, tars, lime scale, soot, etc. 

- deposits of vegetable origin: leaves, pollen, resin, etc.. 

- deposits of animal origin: bird droppings, squashed insects, etc. 
 
The nature of these deposits may cause conventional cleaning to fail and will involve using 
other processes, whose action on the membrane may be potentially destructive. Hence, 
before starting any operation, take care to assess correctly the need for such an operation 
and call in a professional. 
 
In case of fungi development link to environmental conditions (high moisture, tropical 
conditions, long term contact with damp material….), ordinary detergent may not succeed. In 
such case special treatment and detergent using anti-fungi treatment may be required. As 
well, expertise of a professional is highly suggested. 
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